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Special Easter Offering in Astoria

In Astoria the special Easter offering has been designated for The World Service and Conference Benevolence Fund. This apportionment is designated for missionary outreach for assistance to body, mind and soul of people around the world. 

Astoria Church Council Meeting, April 5 after worship

Please join us during coffee hour for our April Church Council meeting. We need YOU to be part of the decision making as we engage in ministry and discipleship. We will hear reports, begin our discussion about budget and make plans for activities in the months ahead. Come, be part of this important aspect of being church.  Minutes for the March meeting are in the Powell Turner Room, or call the office and we can

mail them to you.
Food Drive begins with a 1148 pound challenge    

Dick and Judy Mattson have challenged us to top their recent donation of 1148 pounds of food to the food pantry. Surely the 55 or so people attending our two 

churches can exceed what two people did. We will gather food through the end of April. Cold cereal, protein, canned fruit, soups and stews are especially welcome. Also, every dollar that is given will count as a pound of food. 

Please Pray for

· Our newlyweds: Rachel and Rob Kindred, Krysta and Damian Houseknecht. Congratulations! 

· Those with health concerns: Norman Downy, Sharon Wolf, Mark Davis, Sylvia Stephens’ daughter Kate, Waletta Kempt’s daughter Sally, Yvonne Comins, Violet Olsen, Jean Curry, Joy, George Gunn, Laurel Nichols, Pam Hamilton, Scott Kindred, Lori Kindred, Nellie Hanson, Bob Butler, Bob Tate, Carol Boothe, Pat Kujala, Carol Clark, Waletta Kempt, Delores Hodney, Ginny Bynum, Al and Verna Davis, Priscilla Gauthier, Jewell Smotherman, Rose Marie Thompson’s brother, our district superintendent Kate’s mom.   All who are ill. 

· Those who are mourning: Mindy Stokes at the death of her Grandfather, Donald

· Pray that peace, patience, kindness, and trust in God will replace our fears in these stressful times. Pray for the people who have lost their jobs, homes, life savings. 

· Children, parents and those who care for them

· Our nation’s leaders         

· All the men and women serving in Afghanistan and the Middle East.

· The hungry, the homeless, those in prison, those living in violence.

Special People

· Whoever put up the motion light at the back door of the Warrenton church. It is appreciated.

· Whoever brought in gravel to fill the potholes in the Warrenton parking lot. You are angels!!!

· All who continue to support our churches financially. Thank you!

· The men and women of UMW who helped with the wedding reception March 14. Thank you.

· Soup makers and bread bringers for our Lenten suppers.

· All who help in so many ways. 

· Those who were able to attend the John Nilsen concert. What a blessing we had.

· The folks who went to Salem for the District Spiritual Renewal Event. Another blessing received.


 
Benevolence Fund Opportunity

Please remember our Benevolence Fund in your financial giving to the ministries of our church.  This fund is NOT included in our budget, but supports that face to face, moment to moment ministry provided by Pastor Judy in her day to day encounters with people in the local community.  

Your gift is the one that provides medication or diapers for a child in need, a few gallons of gas to get a young father to a job interview, or a meal for a person stranded in our community because of an auto accident. Sometimes, in casual conversation, I hear this fund referred to as the “Pastor’s slush fund”!  Nothing could be further from the truth.  This fund of money supports our call and our desire to be present in response to the immediate needs of people in our own community.  This fund provides the means for us to be the face, the smile and the hands of Christ to the people who have needs.  This is truly YOUR faith in action.   

Judy works closely with other pastors in our area to be sure that the specific request is authentic and is not an attempt to “get as much out of the local churches as possible.”  Many of you will remember that, in the past, we provided an opportunity for you to support this ministry through donations at our monthly birthday celebrations; presently, we are simply asking that you remember this local need as you give each month.  When you contribute support to this ministry, indicate “Benevolence Fund” on your gift envelope.  Thank you for remembering and supporting this practical and direct expression of God’s love.   

Jane Hill
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The old timer didn’t know he had just won a million dollars in the lottery. His friends asked his minister to break the news to him gently. “We’re afraid old Zeke might have a heart attack and die,” they explained.

“Ever won anything, Zeke?” the minister cheerfully asked. She thought a bit of small talk about winning things might be a good opener.

“Nope.”

“What would you do if you won a million in a lottery, Zeke?”

“Don’t know exactly, “ said Zeke. “But for sure, I’d give half of it to the church.”

And the minister had a heart attack.
An Africa Opportunity

My friends, what good is it to say you have faith, when you don't do anything to show that you really do have faith? Can that kind of faith save you?
James 2:14 (Contemporary English Version)

Dear church family,
 
I am sure God has a sense of humor because I had been praying for some new way to express my faith when Sue Owen called and said, “Gloria, will you be a part of our Mission team to Kenya this summer?” Talk about faith and works; these teams do grunt work. However, I immediately knew I would go and that God would be with me.
 
I am inviting you to support the outreach projects we will be working on this year.  Each team member takes care of their travel, lodging and food expenses, but is expected to raise an additional $3,000 for our team's projects. This year, working alongside Kenyan brothers and sisters, we will build a humble home for an AIDS orphan family. We will also work on projects at the Maua hospital and conduct a one day bush clinic.  Our third project is helping out at a sustainable farming training center. I have put picture of last year’s team working on these projects on the Kenya mission dinner sign-up sheet. The picture of the grandmother who is raising her two orphaned grandchildren being handed the keys to their new home is worth a thousand words. How blessed I am to be able to be a part of the team this year!
 
If you would like to go with me in spirit, you may make a tax deductible donation to Salem First United Methodist Church and send it to me. I know it is very bold of me to ask for your help, but this little mantra gives me courage:
Use my mind, O mysterious God, to think great thoughts of you. Use my heart, O loving Christ, to feel compassion for others. Use my hands, O creative Spirit, to serve your children wherever I meet them.
 
Love,
Gloria Jones
UMW Retreat

All women of the United Methodist Church are invited and encouraged to attend the UMW “Having Fun With God” retreat to be held from 12 noon, April 14,  through 10 a.m., April 15 at the Benjamin Young Bed and Breakfast in Astoria.  Barbara Bate will be our retreat leader.

You are welcome to come for part of the day – cost $10,  or the entire event – cost $20. Come join us as we experience God together with good food, joyous music and shared fellowship.  Signup sheet is in the Powell Turner room.

Open Door Bingo


Bingo at Open Door is played every Friday from 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.  In this version of bingo everyone can win several prizes and ten to twenty clients participate each week. We need Items for prizes and they can be left in the box in the Powell-Turner Room.


Open Door is an outlet for the emotionally and mentally challenged in Astoria and it is one of our missions.


Friday, March 20th, Sue Hicks surprised us at bingo with St. Patrick’s Day decorated cupcakes.  They were appreciated and gone within minutes!  Sue stayed and helped call bingo.  Thanks, Sue!
Easter Party at Open Door

The United Methodist Church Easter Party for Open Door will be Friday, April 10th from 10:30 a.m. to noon.  If you can help, please contact Judy Mattson.

Open Door’s Valentine Party
Because of your generosity and kindness the Open Door Valentine Party was a big success!  Thank you!  Thank you!  


Despite the weather and difficulty in getting there, twenty of our Open Door friends were waiting to greet us on Friday, Feb. 13th.  They enjoyed playing the games and the Kentucky Fried Chicken, potato salad, and cupcakes were very appreciated.  I placed some of your extra cards on a table and saw several signing cards to each other.  Their Valentine bags were filled with toiletries you have donated and the cards and candy you gave filled it to the top.  


Thanking individuals would fill an entire page, so many of you helped in so many ways.  You are a blessing!  Thank you!  Thank you!

A note from Pastor Judy: 

During Lent we have been on a journey to the cross. We practiced spiritual disciplines to open our hearts and lives to a closer relationship with God.  As we journey to the cross we draw closer to Jesus, the one who died for us for the forgiveness of our sins and to give us new life. At Easter we realize that we are not asked to stay at the cross. Instead we are urged to go into the world where Jesus is waiting for us. We are to tell Good News. We are to boldly make disciples of Christ. We are, with the gift of the Holy Spirit, to transform the world. As you journey into your life after Easter, continuing to practice spiritual discipline, may you find your life even more blessed.

Shalom in Christ, Judy         
Joyful Notes


April 2009


“Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors”


  


LIFE OF OUR CHURCHES…


Astoria and Warrenton United Methodist Churches
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UMW RUMMAGE SALE





ONLY CLEAN GOODS ACCEPTED


Needed: clothes, dishes, house goods, linens, books, toys, games, towels, bedding, etc. No TV’s.


Questions:  ask Judy Mattson or Pat Williams


Please start collecting your items now.














Hear the Good News!


He is not here. He is risen!


April 12, EASTER!








Conference website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.umoi.net" ��www.umoi.net�      Sign up for an awesome weekly stewardship email.  


Western District newsletter on the district website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.westerndistrictumc.org" ��www.westerndistrictumc.org�





April 5, Palm/Passion Sunday 


   Labyrinth at Grace Episcopal Church, 1-3 pm


April 9, Maundy Thursday Communion and 


   Soup Supper, 5:30 pm, Warrenton UMC 


April 10, Good Friday


   24 hour prayer vigil and fast begins at 8 am


   Noon service at Bethany Lutheran Church


April 12, Easter Sunrise Service at the Column, 7 am


    9 am worship, Warrenton UMC, 11 am, Astoria UMC
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