[image: image1.png]SYMBOL OF SACRIFICE

At this time of the year, we see many crosses draped in purple, black or white cloth.
They remind us of the loving sacrifice Jesus made for us — and that he rose again.
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March 28 through April 4   HOLY WEEK      

Sunday, March 28 is Palm/Passion Sunday 

Thursday, April 1 is Maundy (or Holy) Thursday. We will commemorate Christ’s Last Supper with a soup supper at Warrenton UMC at 5:30 pm.  At about 6:15 we will have worship with Holy Communion. 

Friday, April 2 is Good Friday. There will be an ecumenical worship at noon at First Baptist Church.


Sunday, April 4 is Easter! 

An ecumenical “sunrise” service will be held at the Astoria Column at 7 am. (or the Nazarene Church if it rains).

Our regular worship times are 9 am in Warrenton, and 11 am in Astoria. Please come early and bring flowers to decorate the crosses at both Warrenton and Astoria. Also, especially if bringing lilies, please remove the stamens to help those who have breathing problems around the flowers.

In Astoria the special Easter offering will go to local missions: the Rescue Mission, Open Door and Pioneer House. If the amount received exceeds what was budgeted last year, the extra will go to the Erberle Covenant.

Where Are We? Where Are We Going?
Please mark you calendars for an important conversation. Everyone is encouraged to be part of their church’s gathering.  In Astoria the date is Sunday, April 18 at 2 pm.   In Warrenton the date is Sunday, May 2 at 2 pm. We will be looking at the trends of attendance and financial health in each church. If we don’t do anything differently  - where are we going to be in five years?
Pennies for Peace Soup Lunch

Our wonderful kids will again host a soup lunch after Astoria’s worship on April 25. Donations will be accepted as they continue to work to sponsor a teacher in an Afghanistan School for another year. If you can help with soup or bread, please contact Marla. We had a great time in January. Please join us.

UMW News

Congratulations to our United Methodist Women – at the Every Member Enrichment Event on March 13th they received the Justina Showers Certificate of Recognition for completing the criteria for being a Mission Today Unit.

Women’s Retreat, April 13th  3-7 pm.  Every woman is invited to a spiritual retreat -- Community & Service: means of Grace that will be led by Jane Hill at the Benjamin Young Inn There is a small fee 

to cover dinner costs and you will find a sign-up sheet in the Powell Turner room.

The Seaside UMW are putting together UMCOR health kits on April 14th at noon.  If you are interested in contributing and/or helping with this project, contact Rosie Thiers: 503-738-2053.

Bedding, Books, Baked and Beyond… coming June 12th 

United Methodist Women are trying something new for our spring fundraiser.  We are going to concentrate on selling, as you can see by the above title, bedding, books, baked goods and beyond – which would include plants, table linens, household items such as table and cook ware, vases and other personal treasurers.  We also welcome children’s games and toys.  Plants and plant starts sold well last year, so bring in you littlings.  Also, our baked goods sold out last year so hopefully church members will be able to contribute more of their baked goodies.

For this sale we are not accepting any clothing, shoes, purses, hats, etc.  Please save your larger household items for the Annual Church Garage Sale in October.      Thank you, Astoria’s UMW
Jane’s Corner:         Celebrating the Showers of Blessings from our Service
Throughout this Lenten season, Holy Week and the Easter worship, Pastor Judy asked us to reflect on our beliefs and to consider how those beliefs have encouraged our commitments as followers of Christ.  Like you, I took this request seriously and would like to share my experience of being washed in blessings.  My own Lenten practice was grounded on the foundation of the spiritual disciplines, what John Wesley called “the means of grace.”  These disciplines take several forms: inward disciplines, outward disciplines and corporate disciplines.  I submitted to the power of three of the inward disciplines, Meditation, Prayer and Study, using them to look at and reflect on my personal journey with God. 

As most of you know, my Diaconal call to a ministry of reconciliation is expressed through opportunities to assist others in their times of conflict and despair.  These God inspired opportunities include congregations and court-directed services to families. The power of our prayers for this work - yes, yours and mine - dedicate each and every situation to God's grace and healing power.  Through prayerful Lenten meditation on each of the situations, I celebrated God's work with us in 2010.  These 40 days have refreshed my awareness of the creative ways the Holy Spirit works with each of us as we participate in this ministry of the diaconate, the people.  I give thanks to God and to each of you.  
Each time you pray for this ministry, offer an encouraging word, and share your dreams and ideas, you bless me and each person involved.  In this way of working together we practice another means of grace, the discipline of Service that extends us outward into the world.  We are participating in the ministry of the laity realizing that we each have been given a part in God's plan. 

Some of you will be able to join me in a retreat in early April, a set aside time to deepen our understanding of these spiritual disciplines.  Whether you are able to attend that retreat or not, please take some time in this Eastertide to join me in one more of these spiritual practices, the corporate discipline of Celebration.  We celebrate the power of our risen Christ, expanding our awareness, creativity and influence throughout our community.  We are washed in Living Water; we are blessed. 
                       Jane Hill





 








Food Bank Update (Astoria)             
It has been quite some time since I’ve written to you about the food bank.  I realized this when a member of our church asked me what was needed by our food bank.  We are receiving more free food from the Federal Government, items like dry beans, macaroni, dry milk, tomato soup, and even frozen pork patties.  In addition, the Oregon Food Bank is providing our local food bank with very low cost 

(18 cents per pound) items like frozen pizza, canned vegetables and oatmeal.

Yet there are foods not always available to us that we must purchase.  These include canned tuna, canned fruit (especially peaches), cold cereal (other than oatmeal), Top Ramen, and hearty soups.  This is where your donations of these items are very helpful to us.  But really, any food item is valuable and appreciated.  Nonfood items are welcome as well, such as soap, shampoo, cleaners, toothpaste and toothbrushes, hygiene products and paper goods.  Monetary donations go a very long way to help our food bank.  If you wish to send us a check, simply make the check payable to “CEFB” and mail it to Clatsop Emergency Food Bank, 1103 Grand Avenue, Astoria, OR  97103. In fact, your monetary donation will be doubled in March and April because of a matching grant.

During our fiscal year 2009, our food bank served 6,975 people in 2,151 households.  Some of these are repeat clients, especially the disabled and elderly.  We distributed 100,112 pounds of food (14.3 pounds per person served).  We have 86 active volunteers and no paid employees.  I am thrilled to recognize several members of our church who volunteer on a regular basis. They include: Gloria Jones, Don Morden, Violet Olsen, Bev Aspmo, Jane and Jim Hill and Denis Soderman.  If you would like a tour of our food bank or information on becoming a volunteer, please call me.

Many thanks for your generous donations to the food bank, it seems the box in the narthex is always full.  It is because of your generosity that our food bank is able to serve the hungry in Astoria.












            Joanne Soderman 

Please Pray for

· All with health concerns and Linda Williams, Rae Estes, Carol Boothe, Trudy Anglim, Ginger Ponton, Dorothy Lindstrom, Laurel Nichols, Bev Cox, Bill and Edna Leonard, Charlotte Patching, Jim Swensen, Helen Gunn, Diane Curs, Mary Ann Ylipelto, Nettie Blair’s daughter-in-law, Gladys Dyer’s sister, Tom Dyer, Norman Doney, Sharon Wolf, Maxine Dymond, Sylvia Stephens’ daughter Kate,  George Gunn, Pam Jenkins, Scott Kindred, Charlie and Nellie Hansen, Bob Tate, Pat Kujala, Carol Clark, Delores Hodney, Joy, Jeff, Ginny Bynum, Verna Davis, Priscilla Gauthier, Elizabeth Mannarino, Jewell Smotherman, Rose Marie Thompson and her brother, our district superintendent Kate’s mom.   All who are ill. 

· All who are mourning, and in particular: Carol Kindred at the death of her sister Joan, families of children who die

· Day Camp – there are several new challenges.

· People who are living in areas of natural disasters: residents and rescue workers.

· People in transitions.  People who have lost their jobs, homes, life savings, self-worth

· People who are depressed, thinking about suicide

· Our nation’s leaders         

· All the men and women serving in Afghanistan, Iraq and the Middle East.    Kelly, Rose Marie’s grandson

· New parents, single parents, all parents and children. Pray for Marla McConnell as she works with the “Circle of Security” groups meeting in the Astoria church.

· The hungry, the homeless, those in prison, those living in violence, those with addictions

· Please pray for peace
· Please pray to grow in faith and pray for our churches
· Pray for your neighbors and your enemies
Special People

· Congratulations to Bob Hollingsworth, Harry Comins, Bob Gauthier and Don Morden, the latest recipients of the coveted Golden TP Award (Terrific Person) They moved the audio-visual center from the balcony to the southeastern corner of the Astoria sanctuary. No more stair climbing!! Thanks guys!   Extra thanks to Bob Gauthier for making the desk look good in its new location.  

If you have wanted to help with the slide projection during worship but didn’t want to climb the stairs, Don would be very happy to teach you what to do. (It’s not that hard.)

· Everyone who helped with and attended George and Helen Gunn’s 60th anniversary celebration .

· All who worked on or came to eat Pannakaku at the breakfast in Astoria. (How do you spell that word?) The proceeds went to apportionments.

· Everyone who attended the death penalty discussion, the first of a series of conversations around our Social Principles. The purpose of the conversations is to explore how Christians respond to a variety of social concerns. Special thanks to those who brought dessert and toppings for the baked potatoes.  See you next time.

· People who send cards, make phone calls and visits to those who are sick or homebound, who provide rides, flowers and goodies after worship, who help out in so many ways. You are a blessing. 


           !!Bulletin Bloopers!!

               “The sermon this morning:

              ‘Jesus Walks on the Water.’

                   The sermon tonight:

                  ‘Searching for Jesus.’”

                               

“The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of 

every kind.  They may be seen in the basement

                  on Friday afternoon.”

                               
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Create a beautiful decoration for
your window this Easter. It will
remind you that Jesus rose from
the dead to save you from your
sins.

What you need:

* 812" x 11" sheet of paper

* Pencil

* Clear transparency sheet
(or clear report cover)

* Permanent marker

* Scissors

* Colored tissue paper

* Paintbrush

* Glue

* Scotch tape

What you do:

1. Draw a large cross that
takes up most of the
paper.

2. Put the transparency over
the paper and trace the
cross onto it with a
permanent marker.

3. Cut the colored tissue
paper into 1" x 1" squares.

4. Using a paintbrush, spread
glue onto the tissue paper
squares and then place
them on the cross. (Add a
few drops of water to the
white glue to make it more
spreadable.)

5. After the glue is dry, cut
out the cross. Then tape it
in a window and enjoy the
beautiful colors.




    

	Good Friday?

	At first glance, Good Friday appears to be a misnomer. It seems inconsistent that the day of Christ’s crucifixion should in any way be described as “good.” But that seeming inconsistency vanishes when we understand that the ancient meaning of good was “holy.” The word holy is entirely consistent with the suffering and cross that Christ endured for us. Hence, Good Friday is also known as Holy Friday.


Pastor Judy’s Musings                                
During worship over five of the six weeks of Lent, we have said a creed – a statement of belief. Two creeds are from the early church in the 2nd and 4th centuries.  The others are more recent.  In sermons we have briefly explored that as Christians we believe in the trinity, community, generosity, loving our enemies, tradition and sacraments, and Jesus as Savior. I must confess that sometimes as I say a printed prayer or creed that I pause at a phrase or sentence because I am not really sure I want to say what is in front of me. For instance, in “A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition” (# 607 in our hymnal), the prayer says;

I am no longer my own, but thine.

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.

Put me to doing, put me to suffering.

Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,

exalted for thee or brought low by thee.

Let me be full, let me be empty.

Let me have all things, let me have nothing.

I freely and heartily yield all things

to thy pleasure and disposal.

And now, O glorious and blessed God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

Thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it.

And the covenant which I have made on earth,

let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.

I’m just not sure about suffering, being empty, having nothing. It bothers me that I still hesitate to say those words after so many years. But it is easier each time I recommit to being a disciple of Christ.  I do believe that God has purpose and plans for good. I do believe that we are not alone. I do believe that the power of the Holy Spirit is at work within me  -and us as a church - to accomplish far more than we can ask or imagine.  Lord, I believe. Help my unbelief. Help me to live out my belief and my trust in you.
We will have many opportunities to demonstrate our trust in God over the next several months as we talk about where our churches will be in five years if we keep on doing what we are doing now. I hope you will attend the conversations being held April 18 in Astoria and May 2 in Warrenton.

May you rejoice in the love of God, the forgiveness and mercy found in Christ, and the gift of empowerment through the Holy Spirit. May Resurrection power be made real to you.  Happy Easter!

Blessings, Judy

	The real meaning of the cross
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Joyful Notes


April 2010


“Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors”


  


LIFE OF OUR CHURCHES…


Astoria and Warrenton United Methodist Churches


Pastor: Rev. Judy Johnson      Diaconal Minister: Jane Hill


Administrative assistant: Linda Grznar
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“At the cross we understand what God means when he talks of loving us, begin to take it in that there is nothing that he will not do, no sacrifice he will not make, no suffering that he will shirk, if only he can help us. ‘He loved me,’ said Paul, standing upon Calvary and gazing in a stunned way at the cross, ‘I who was a persecutor, and a blasphemer, and injurious, and yet he loved me and he gave himself for me.’ And with that [Paul’s] heart broke, and the old life was gone.” ��—Scottish preacher Arthur John Gossip, �in a 1926 sermon titled “What Happens at Calvary”








2010 Census:


Don’t forget to mail in your 2010 Census form. Returning your form saves the government


               (and thus you and me) $85 million dollars for every 1% that is returned. 
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