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August Events


 Handle with Care
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· Please note: if you are working directly with children there is a mandatory training on Wednesday, August 5 at 5:30 pm. A background check form will need to be signed. Pizza will be served. See Pastor Judy if you cannot come.


Please Pray for

· Day Camp children and volunteers who will be participating in camp August 10-13.  

· Those with health concerns:  Lori Kindred, Irene Davis, Russell Maize, Norman Downy, Sharon Wolf, Sylvia Stephens’ daughter Kate, Laurel Nichols and her son Jerry, Joy, George Gunn, Pam Jenkins, Scott Kindred, Charlie and Nellie Hansen, Maxine Dymond, Bob Tate, Carol Boothe, Pat Kujala, Carol Clark, Waletta Kempt, Delores Hodney, Ginny Bynum, Al and Verna Davis, Priscilla and Bob Gauthier, Elizabeth Mannarino, her 5 y/o grandson Leo, Jewell Smotherman, Rose Marie Thompson and her brother, our district superintendent Kate’s mom.   All who are ill. 

· All who are mourning, and in particular: Ginnie Tate and family at the death of her brother John; and the family of John Waisanen who died

· Those getting married

· All those who are moving or in some other kind of transition

· Pray that peace, patience, kindness, and trust in God will replace our fears and will continue to empower us to help people in need in practical ways. Pray for us to be open to the Holly Spirit. 

· Pray for the people who have lost their jobs, homes, life savings.

· Children, parents and those who care for them

· Our nation’s leaders         

· All the men and women serving in Afghanistan and the Middle East.

· The hungry, the homeless, those in prison, those living in violence

Special People

· Gloria Jones and the rest of the team who went to Kenya. She will be giving a report September 12. Watch for more information.  Also, see her brief report elsewhere in the newsletter.

· All who helped with the Pancake breakfast in Warrenton: Cooks, eaters, workers, donation givers. Over $400 was made. Thank you everybody!!

·  Bob Gauthier who got up on the Astoria roof when it was leaking – even though he was told not to because of recent surgery.

· Chuck Albright and Bill Leonard who volunteered to fix the problem and then did some other fixing.

· Rosemarie Thompson in Warrenton whose gardener works on the grounds.

· The many who continue to provide children’s Sunday School through the summer

+

Word from Pastor Judy

I am so blessed to be in ministry with you for another year. As I pray for you and with you, I know that God has special things in store for us as part of the body of Christ. I dream of a church where all will feel God’s presence, purpose and power. As we work together to meet that goal, we are reminded of our Annual Conference theme: Boldly making disciples, transforming the world. The answer to the question, “ What am I willing to do?”  will help define and direct us to the particular ministries God is calling us to do. At this time we will not be the church with a large, active work group. But we might be the church that gives classes to adults for practical life skills within a Christian context. Or we might provide a free meal once a month to the community (donations accepted.) What outreach or ministry is God making you think about? When you share, others may see the dream also. And then, with the power of the Holy Spirit, look out Warrenton and Astoria!
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Memorizing Bible verses
is a great way to get
God’s Word into our
hearts and minds.

Memory-Verse Memory Game
What you need:

* Index cards (two for each
word in the Bible verse)

* Crayons and markers

¢ A Bible verse

What you do:

1. Choose a different color for
each word in the verse. Write
that word on two different
cards. (Non-readers can
draw pictures.)

2. Mix up the cards and spread
them out (face down) on a
table or floor.

3. Players take turns trying to
uncover cards that match. For
extra difficulty, try finding the
word pairs in the order they
appear in the verse.

The Vanishing Memory Verse

What you need:

* Dry-erase board, markers
and eraser

* OR chalkboard, chalk
and eraser

* OR large piece of construction
paper, pen and self-stick notes

« A Bible verse
What you do:

1. Write down the verse and read
it (alone or with a partner).

2. Take turns erasing (or coverin
with self-stick notes) one wor
at a time. Then read the verse,
remembering what word went
in each blank.

3. Eventually, the board will be
blank, and you'll be able to

recite the whole verse!




           [image: image3.png]The Bible is the perfect guidebook for living God-pleasing lives.
Deuteronomy 6:6-8 (NIV) tells us how to remember the Scriptures.
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 Did you know….

There are free copies of the Upper Room in both churches in large print and regular print. These booklets provide daily readings for reflection and prayer. Several people have commented that the readings this past month have been particularly pertinent to situations in their lives and in the church. If you are not familiar with this resource, please try it for a month or two. (Astoria does have a “church bank” for donations.) We can deliver if you cannot get to the church. Call the office. 

Report from Gloria Jones

I’ve been home from my mission time in Kenya for one week.  In the wee hours of this morning, I was trying to recall the events and emotions of those three weeks so I could write about them.  I realized that already the details of our activities, names of programs and persons we served were beginning to blur and run together.  Yet, the “glow” of it all was still with me.  So I thought about that.  What caused the “glow”, that beautiful keen awareness of God’s presence?

Even before we departed for our mission, God was playing with me.  Remember what Jesus said to Peter when Peter got out of the boat to walk to Jesus on the water?  “Why did you doubt?  I’ve got hold of you.”  That was how it was with me.  I wanted to be a part of the team, but how was I going to raise three thousand dollars for my share of the projects?  What if I was too old and not strong enough?  I had so many doubts; yet I committed to go.  Once I was out of the boat, and as long as I kept my focus on Jesus through prayers and petitions, things began to fall into place and the glow began to build.

Trust is the source of the glow.  I thank God with all my heart for these past months and the lesson I’ve learned about drawing in close enough to Jesus to hold hands.  Our mission team shared a deep faith as we participated in God’s mission in Kenya.  We touched so many lives and in some cases, like building a home for a family living in a falling down stick shack, changed lives forever.  However, the lives that were changed the most were those of us on the team.  We lived each moment of the day challenged by the vast differences in the cultures we encountered, the unbelievable poverty, and the lack of essentials to living, such as water.  But, in the presence of those Christian Kenyans’ faith and their trust in God’s goodness, we were humbled and our faith grew.  So, now I know.  I don’t have to go to Kenya for the “glow.” I just have to trust God and try to live each day close enough to Jesus to hold hands. 

	A church garden

	First, plant five rows of peas: 
Presence 
Promptness 
Preparation 
Purity 
Perseverance. 

Next to these, plant three rows of squash: 
Squash gossip. 
Squash criticism. 
Squash indifference. 

No garden is complete without turnips: 
Turn up for meetings. 
Turn up with a smile. 
Turn up with new ideas. 
Turn up with determination to make everything count for something good & worthwhile. 
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Joyful Notes


August 2009


“Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors”


  


LIFE OF OUR CHURCHES…


Astoria and Warrenton United Methodist Churches





























August 18, noon, UMW Picnic at Joanne Soderman’s.  Bring salad or dessert to share.


To be announced: All Church Trolley Ride & …


August 30, 6:30 pm Fifth Sunday Sing


(September 13, All Church Conference. Set the pastor’s salary, hear reports.)











Day Camp is August 10-13, 9:30-2


Please continue to pray for 


the volunteers and kids.


You are a generous church. Thank you to those who have sponsored a child ($30) and who have volunteered to help.


We can use more help however.


Get the word out: - invite children who have finished kindergarten through 5th grade. Cost is $20 and includes lunch and two field trips. See Jane to pre-register.


Help prepare lunch, register kids, shepherd kids as they go through their day, take pictures


Make deviled eggs, muffins, cookies


Bring in clean garbage for art: and crafts: 


Shiny, colorful magazine pages, clean empty water or milk gallon jugs with lids, clean dry paper, plastic, or metal trash.  No sharp edges.
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