[image: image1.png]In Deuteronomy 10:12 (NIV), Israel is asked a question that’s also
for us to answer: “What does the LORD your God ask of you?”

To find the answer, write the words from the puzzle pieces
on the matching shapes in the completed heart.

.. your beart and with all your soul ...”
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February Conversations in Astoria

As part of a series on learning about our Social Principles, capital punishment will be the focus of a conversation Sunday, February 28 after worship and lunch. Pat Williams and Sue Hicks will be discussion leaders as we explore both sides of this issue. Join us for a light lunch and stimulating discussion of where our church stands and whether you agree or disagree. Watch for future topics and dates. 

To help shape the focus for our church’s outreach and activities two more opportunities for conversation will be held in early February. You are welcome to join either group. Vera and Jim Spain will host a group Tuesday, February 2 at 2 pm at their home. Another group will meet Saturday, February 6 at 2 pm in the church library. Please call the office to let us know if you are coming.

Open Door Valentine’s Party

Join the fun Thursday, February 11, 10:30-11:45 as a dedicated volunteer group help the folks at Open Door celebrate Valentine’s Day. Contact Judy Mattson if you wish to help. This is a tentative date. Please watch for confirmation of the date and time. 

Valentine Pancake Breakfast in Warrenton, February 13

Another great breakfast is being offered by the folks at Warrenton UMC, 7-11 am, Saturday, February 13.  Adults $5 and $2 for children under 10. A great way to start your day. Pancakes, ham, eggs.

Game Night at the Albrights, February 13, 6:30 pm.

Plan to have a fun evening with some of your favorite people. If you would like to bring a snack to share or your favorite game, please do so . The whole family is invited. To help in planning, please sign up or let the office know if you are coming.

Lent begins – two Ash Wednesday services, February 17               
The 40 days of Lent are an intentional time before Easter (Sundays don’t count) to reflect on Christ’s sacrifice and gift of love for us. It is an opportunity to reflect on God’s grace and God’s commitment to us in spite of and because of our sin. Join us in Warrenton at 3 pm or in Astoria at 6 pm for a service of confession and grace as we receive the ashes, symbols of our repentance. 

What new commitment in these forty days can you make to help nurture your faith and express your gratitude for the sacrifice Christ made for you? Will you give up something so you will have more time to pray or have a devotion time? Might you commit to coming to worship God every Sunday expecting God to have a word of encouragement or challenge just for you? Maybe you can express your thankfulness to God by undertaking a new way of reaching into the community in Christian service? Please pray how you will observe Lent in a faith nurturing way.

Astoria Cleaning Crew meeting February 7 after worship

At our last church council in Astoria, we decided to stop our cleaning contract with Coast Rehab.  Many people then volunteered to begin cleaning one area of the church on a weekly basis. Mindy Stokes volunteered to become the coordinator. New supplies have been purchased. Rooms have been assigned and the list posted. We can use more volunteers. Substitutes are needed when someone is ill or on vacation. One or two more people could help share a room assignment. The hope is no assignment will take more than an hour a week. It is done on your schedule. Cleaning volunteers, aka cleaning angels, are encouraged to be present at a short meeting after worship February 7.  We will hear how things are going. What will make your job easier?

Day Camp Meeting, February 22
The first meeting to decide if and when we will sponsor a day camp this year will be Monday, February 22 at 10:30 in the library. Anyone who is interested in making suggestions is invited. Please keep this outreach in your prayers. The new curriculum is exciting and we had a great experience last year. Do we do it again? If you are interested but cannot make the meeting, let the office or Pastor Judy know. 

Notes from Jane
Faith, relationship, gratitude and generosity. . .four familiar words, simple words that I  use in my  day to day conversations and prayers.  These are words I hear from all of you, too, as we worship and work together, responding to God's grace in our lives and to our activities in the “here and now”.  How do you share these words and their meanings in our lives with your children, grandchildren, great-grands and neighbors? These concepts and the words we use to re-present them are our resources, our treasures — examples of what we already have.  
When Rev. Bill Hayes visited with our congregations in late January he shared so much good information and opportunity for us when he spoke about the “Time to Grow” campaign.  For me, the most stimulating part of the message was his illumination of that portion of Mark's Gospel story of the feeding of the 5000 (+) with limited food supplies.  Jesus asked the disciples to go see what was already available, to identify the resources already present and available for sharing. Don't send the people away, feed them. 
How many ways, (let's name them specifically), are we responding to that same command in Astoria and Warrenton today?  When we name them, we celebrate the ways God is providing for our need to connect and share with others. When we offer these “ways” to God, we are promised that they will be blessed and will be useful to everyone.  
February is the month when “Love” is symbolized in every storefront, every greeting card and every red-heart balloon in our culture.  As the people of Love and Light, isn't this a natural time to seek out and reflect on how the Holy Spirit is surrounding us with grace, love and possibility each and every day?  Now is the time, here is the place to do as Jesus asks us to do. . .bring what is available and it will be enough!  Enough faith, relationship, and gratitude to provide for every need.  
Look for these things, celebrate what you find, give thanks to God and share. . .it is time to plant the little basil seed (handed out during worship), time to nurture and tend our garden of Love.  My friends, my prayer for you and for me is that we follow Jesus' command, to use what we have in Christ’s service.                                    Have a blessed and productive month.    Jane Hill


• “Faith doesn’t get us out of trouble; faith gets us through it.”     —Anonymous 

• “One of the sanest, surest and most generous joys of life comes from being happy over the good fortune of others.”                             —Archibald Rutledge
Please Pray for

· All with health concerns and Dorothy Lindstrom, Laurel Nichols, Bev Cox, Bill Leonard, Charlotte Patching, Jim Hill, Jim Swenson, Helen Gunn, John Chapman, Diane Curs, Mary Ann Ylipelto, Russell Maize, Nettie Blair’s daughter-in-law, Gladys Dyer’s sister, Norman Downy, Sharon Wolf, Sylvia Stephens’ daughter Kate, Laurel Nichols and her son Jerry, Joy, George Gunn, Pam Jenkins, Scott Kindred, Charlie and Nellie Hansen, Maxine Dymond, Bob Tate, Carol Boothe, Pat Kujala, Carol Clark, Delores Hodney, Ginny Bynum, Al and Verna Davis, Priscilla Gauthier, Elizabeth Mannarino, Jewell Smotherman, Rose Marie Thompson and her brother, our district superintendent Kate’s mom.   All who are ill. 

· All who are mourning, and in particular: the Culp family

· People who are living in areas of floods, earthquakes, other natural disasters: residents and rescue workers.

· People in transitions.  People who have lost their jobs, homes, life savings, self-worth

· People who are depressed, thinking about suicide

· Our nation’s leaders         

· All the men and women serving in Afghanistan, Iraq and the Middle East.

· New parents, single parents, all parents and children

· The hungry, the homeless, those in prison, those living in violence, those with addictions

· Please pray for peace
· Please pray to grow in faith and pray for our churches
Special People

· A word of thanks to the United Methodist Women for the gift of Bibles to Josh McConnell, Chauncey McConnell and Claire Albright. The Bibles were presented January 31 during Astoria’s worship service.

· A special thanks to Rev. Bill Hays and his wife Joyce for sharing the vision and the hope of the Time to Grow Campaign. We were reminded Jesus only asks us to share what we have, and that he will take and bless our resources and make them more than enough. If you would like to make a contribution to the major funds campaign to enhance our camp and retreat ministries and facilities, please contact the office. The goal is to raise 5 million dollars. Your contributions are needed and are tax deductible.

· Jeff Smith for painting the new doors at Warrenton.

· You! For the incredible financial support you faithfully give to both church budgets and special offerings  like UMCOR disaster relief in Haiti (over $600 and 10 health kits so far), Pennies for Peace ($276.67 from the birthday party), and gifts to the benevolence fund ($425). You continue to support the food pantries in Warrenton and Astoria. Thank you.

Pastor Judy’s Ponderings -  Lenten Commitments of Love

An amazing thing has happened. I have been asked by several people when they will be able to indicate their financial pledge of support for 2010.  I see this as an indication of a vibrant faith and commitment to God and the communities of faith at Warrenton and Astoria. And some have indicated they will be prayerfully considering whether they can increase their pledge. Wow! If every person increased the amount of their giving by even $10 a month, that would make a huge difference in our income. We will be mailing your commitment cards next week. 

As we approach Valentine’s Day I would encourage you to reflect how much God loves you and how committed God is to you.  I have a greeting card that lists “what the shepherd has promised you… You are my child, my thoughts for you are precious, I will love you with an everlasting love, I hold you with my hand, I will not fail you, I am your provider, with me all things are possible.        (Continued next page)
Pastor’s ponderings continued

God truly loves us and forgives us! 

Now I would have you prayerfully reflect on the many ways you can show your commitment to God.  What does the Lord require of You? To seek justice, love kindness and walk humbly with God. You are invited to bring your pledge card to worship on Valentine’s Day. You are invited to participate in new spiritual activities or acts of service. You are invited to be open to how you can share God’s love in practical ways. You are invited to make a commitment to do something that will challenge and grow your faith during Lent and beyond. It is time to receive and give, a time to bless and a time to be blessed.

Shalom in Christ, Judy     
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Sometimes we forget to show
love and appreciation to people
who are closest to us. Use

this fun craft to let everyone in
your family know how much
you care.

What you need:

Plastic jar with lid
Heart-shaped foam pieces
Heart-shaped stickers
Glue

Construction paper
Scissors

Pencil or crayons

What you do:

1. Decorate the jar and lid
with heart-shaped foam
pieces and stickers.

2. Cutout 2" or 3" heart
shapes from the
construction paper.

3. On each paper heart,
write what you appreciate
and love about your family
and each member. Have
all family members do
this, too.

4. Place the heart messages
inside the jar. Fold them
in half, if necessary.

5. On each day in February,
pull out one heart and
read the message aloud
to the family.

6. Notice the changes in your
family when everyone feels
loved and appreciated!




    

Joyful Notes


February 2010


“Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors”


  


LIFE OF OUR CHURCHES…


Astoria and Warrenton United Methodist Churches


Pastor: Rev. Judy Johnson      Diaconal Minister: Jane Hill
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