[image: image1.png]In the New Testament, John writes a letter about God’s
love and the love we should show to other people.

DIRECTIONS: Working from left to right, write down all the 1’s in the word blanks.
Continue with the 2’s and finally the 3's. Then read about love, from 1 John 4:11-12, NIV.
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Thank you dinner in Astoria, February 13 after worship
In gratitude for your generosity and faithful giving to the ministry in this part of the kingdom of God, the Astoria finance committee invites you to join them for dinner February 13 after worship.  (We will collect our pledge cards as part of worship February 13.)

Day Camp meeting after worship February 27 in Astoria

Come help make decisions about Day Camp in 2011. Do we keep the same schedule? Where and when will it be held? Who will help? Do we even have Day Camp? We have the curriculum. We need your prayers, support and ideas. 

Diapers for Sophia            

Desiree Parker gave birth to little Sophia Moreira-Bello on 

December 8, 2010. ( She arrived in time to be the baby 

Jesus in our Christmas Pageant.)

A baby shower is planned for February 20, 2011, after church in the Powell Turner Room.  We are asking people to give donations for a diaper fund.  Desiree will then be able to purchase the size as she needs them.  Refreshments will be served.  Plan to save the date and party with us as Sophia meets her church family.


Pastor Judy’s corner

The valentine card read, “You are a work of heart.”  It is what suggested Astoria’s stewardship campaign theme  -  “Works of Heart.”  We are works of God’s heart. And our works of heart are fitting responses to God’s love and grace. Our works of heart are what makes real Jesus’ statement that the kingdom of God is near. Because of your ministry in the world, the kingdom of God is here. Thank you for your part. 

Our works of heart are how we live in God’s presence and kingdom. How we live is about stewardship. How we say thank you to God and take care of each other and all creation is stewardship. Generosity, kindness, worship, service and justice are part of stewardship. My hope over the weeks of the stewardship campaign that will end February 13 (pledge cards due) is that we will have a renewed sense of commitment to our relationship with God through Jesus. My hope is we will have an expanded awareness that how we use the gifts of time, money and other resources says a lot about our faith. May you be blessed in this stewardship living. 

Be sure to join us for dinner after worship February 13. Your hosts are the finance committee. This is not a potluck.

Some of you were aware that I was officially going to retire this coming June. What I didn’t know was whether I would stay in ministry as your pastor.  Not giving me answers were prayers that included leading questions for God, like how can I be a pastor and spend more time with my granddaughters in Maryland? Or, how can I live in Astoria and Maryland at the same time? When I reframed the question to, “God, what do you want me to do?”, I found the answer was “be a grandma.” And so with regret and anticipation, I announced at the end of December that I would not be returning as your pastor in July.

I deeply love “my” two churches and the people in them and I do not want to leave you. I deeply love my family in Maryland and am looking forward to being with them. I will be in the area until October. (Just a reminder, however - I can do no official duties like weddings or funerals after June.)

In this transition time, I ask for your prayers for each of our churches, the cabinet and Bishop Hoshibata as they discern who will be appointed, and the unknown person(s) and families who will become new parts of your continuing faith journeys. I ask for prayers for me, as I start a new part of my faith journey. I also ask that we remain intentional and focused on being faithful followers of Jesus and the best churches we can be even as we anticipate new leadership.

Shalom in Christ,

Judy

Meals for Circle of Security started January 6. Thank you to all who are helping with this ministry to parents. Check with Anne Morden if you have any questions. Thank you to 

Anne Morden, Jane Hill, Bob Hollingsworth and Sue Hicks for January meals.  

February’s volunteers are 




February 3

Carolyn Hammer
February 10

Gloria Jones



February 17

Pastor Judy

February 24

Jane Hill

United Methodist Women
Officers were installed in January and programs for 2011 have been planned.  On Wednesday, Feb. 9 at 1 p.m. there will be an Executive meeting at Mary Lovvold’s home and on Wednesday, Feb. 23 at 1 p.m. the Mary Martha Fellowship will meet at Anne Morden’s home.  A women’s retreat is planned for March 21 with Ev Erbele as our leader… more details coming next month.

Reggie McNeal coming to district event March 5

Noted author Reggie McNeal is coming to a BIG district event in Salem. He will encourage and challenge us to be 21st century churches. Watch for details. Don’t miss this thought-provoking event.  

Please Pray for      
· All with health concerns and Jean Curry, Dave Kinman, Dorothy Lindstrom, Gladys Dyer, George and Helen Gunn, their daughter Georgia, Joanne Soderman, Yvonne Comins, Bernice Winn, Nettie Blair, Alicia Hess, Dr. and Mary Kettlekamp, Rae Estes, Carol Boothe, Trudy Anglim, Sharon Kastl, Laurel Nichols, Bill and Edna Leonard, Charlotte Patching, Jim Swanson, George’s sister Ruth, Diane Curs, Mary Ann Ylipelto, Tom Dyer, Norman Doney, Sharon Wolf, Maxine Dymond, Bruce Dymond, Pam Jenkins, Scott Kindred, Charlie and Nellie Hansen, Bob and Ginie Tate, Pat Kujala, Carol Clark, Delores Hodney, Joy, Jeff, Jessica and Joseph, Ginny Bynum, Verna Davis, Elizabeth Mannarino, Jewell Smotherman, Rose Marie Thompson.  All who are ill and their families.

· All who are mourning including Laura Hutson and family at the death of her sister and the family of Fred Wilson. Special prayers for the families of police officers and other emergency responders.

· Our churches during this time of transition. Pray for the person(s) who will be coming to share in ministry in God’s kingdom with you.  

· People in transitions.  People who have lost their jobs, homes, life savings, self-worth.

· All who are serving our country. Pray for those experiencing post-traumatic distress syndrome. Pray that needed mental (and physical) health services are not cut.  

· New parents, single parents, all parents and children. Pray for Circle of Security.

· The hungry, the homeless, those in prison, those living in violence, those with addictions and their families.

· Pray for your neighbors and your enemies. 
Special People
· The 10 people who attended the district event in Forest Grove at the beginning of January.

· Thanks to all who helped un-decorate the churches after Christmas.
· Hats off to the Astoria cleaning crew: Sue Hicks, Pat Williams, Gloria Jones, Bob Hollingsworth, and Linda Grznar. Reminder to everyone – please pick up after yourself and tell the office if some area needs attention.
· Nelson Taylor for the new downstairs vacuum cleaner
· Thank you to the 12-step groups who also help keep the churches looking good.
· Thank you to those willing to be on committees and in leadership rolls. You are blessings!
Consumed by stuff

In The Man in the Mirror, Patrick Morley writes that the word consumption means something totally different to modern people than it did 150 years ago. Consumption, now known as tuberculosis, is a wasting disease. “Before the advent of antibiotics, tuberculosis could be slowed but rarely cured,” Morley writes. “The long-term effect of the disease was to slowly devour — to consume — all the victim’s health and vigor.” 

Today, consumption is viewed as positive for merchants and the economy, Morley notes. But for people mired in debt, “the 19th-century understanding of the term may be more true-to-life.” Our wants are consuming us. 

To avoid being consumed financially — and spiritually — consider these words from Jesus: “Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:20-21, NRSV)
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What you need:

* Large wooden craft sticks

* Tape

* Permanent markers

* Scissors

* Zippered sandwich baggies

What you do:

1. Make a rectangle out
of seven craft sticks by
placing them next to
one another, long side
against long side.

2. Tape the sticks together.

3. Turn the sticks over and
draw a special picture or
message. You can include
this Bible verse: “We love
because he first loved us”
(1John 4:19, N1v).

4. Cut through the tape to
separate each craft stick.

S. Put all the sticks in a
baggie.

6. Give your special messages
to family members, friends
or teachers — along with
directions for viewing
them.





Invincible love

In their book Falling in Love With Jesus, Dee Brestin and Kathy Troccoli compare the stages of marriage to a relationship with Jesus. All relationships, they write, go through three stages: first love, wilderness love and invincible love. Mary of Bethany, for example, experienced first love when she couldn’t tear herself away from Jesus while her sister Martha toiled. Then, when Mary’s brother Lazarus died, she felt wilderness love, “clinging to [Jesus] in the wounds of life.” Finally, Mary expressed overflowing invincible love as she poured her perfume and tears on Jesus’ feet, wiping them with her hair.  


Brestin and Troccoli say most Christians never arrive at the final stage. “They simply have an occasional rendezvous with the One who used to be the Love of their life.” But nothing can compare to a “tender, mature, invincible love with Jesus.
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Joyful Notes


February 2011


“Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors”


  


LIFE OF OUR CHURCHES…


Astoria and Warrenton United Methodist Churches


Pastor: Rev. Judy Johnson      Diaconal Minister: Jane Hill


Administrative assistant: Linda Grznar
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Come hungry, leave full


PANCAKE Breakfast


Sat, February 5, 7-11 am


Warrenton UMC





Adults $ 5


Children under 10  $2


Ham, pancakes, juice


beverage








Fundraising Dinner & Auction for Alicia (Hill) Hess


Saturday, Feb. 19, 5:30 pm at the Fairgrounds


Alicia is battling breast cancer and needs assistance with medical expenses.  There will be a silent auction at 5:30 and a dinner (chicken or salmon) at 6 p.m.  Bring your own dessert donation to help out with the food.  There will be live music and great conversation throughout this evening as we join in fun and fellowship in support of Alicia.  Your prayers, presence and contributions are all vital elements of this effort to give assistance to Alicia, Sam and their family.  All are precious and important.  Checks to Alicia Hess Fund can be sent to the account at the TLC credit union in Astoria.
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