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People often gather with noisemakers to celebrate the promise of a
New Year. Be thankful and Joyful For the many biessings in your lige.

Using the musical note code, write the words of Psalm 100:2 (NIV) in the correct order below.
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District Training Event, Saturday January 9, 12:30- 4 pm, Forest Grove

This event is designed to give practical guidance in doing the work of the church. Workshops will be offered in Worship, Evangelism/Witness, Trustees, Finance/Stewardship, Education, Outreach, SPRC, Lay Leaders, Church Council and Communications. There is something for everybody. The focus is on becoming a teaching-learning congregation that can build up the church as a community of faith and mission. The featured speaker is the Rev. Charles Foster who was a professor at Candler School of theology. A respected author, he will bring much to share. We will carpool. Please let Jane, Judy or the office know if you are planning to go.  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU & YOU & YOU …
Following worship in Astoria on January 17, we will gather in the Fellowship 

Hall for our All-Church Birthday Celebration.  Each person is invited to sit 

at  the table of your birthday month. There will be sign-up sheets in the Powell Turner room for the table hosts and the planned potluck.  The food you bring should serve 12.  Ham will be provided. The table hosts will contact people at their table.  Come prepared to pay a penny for each year of your age!  These pennies will go to the Pennies for Peace project of our youth.  

We hope you will mark the date on your calendar and plan on joining us.

A Time to Grow

The Rev Bill Hays will join us January 24 to share his excitement about the camp and retreat ministries our annual conference offers. You can be part of financially supporting this ministry. We will be challenged to see that despite the anxiety of our times we are blessed by God and have much to offer others. We can declare it is a time to grow in faith and commitment.

Fifth Sunday Sing January 31, 4 pm, Astoria                      

Please mark your calendar for the last Sunday in January. We will gather      

to sing your favorite hymns and share a cup of spiced cider. Note the time – 

4 pm and join us.

Coming Soon: A Conversation Circle

You are invited to participate in two intentional conversations during the month of January to talk about what our emphasis will be for the next year. What are your aspirations and dreams for our church? What is God calling us to be and do as Astoria First United Methodist Church and Warrenton United Methodist Church? Please plan on joining us in these informal groups.   Watch for times and places. Also, please see Pastor Judy’s article.

Notes from Jane
Oh my goodness, it’s time for NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS (again!) and I must face that mirror of opportunity to “do things differently”, to re-solve those ever-present issues.  This opportunity process always starts the same way, with reading, singing and prayer.  Somehow, overly familiar phrases kept ringing in my ears , “Thy Kingdom come…” and the verse from O Little Town of Bethlehem that pleads, “O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray, cast out our sins and enter in, be born in us today”.  What is my prayer for 2010, why do I feel drawn to these words?

My Advent readings included a book by one of my seminary professors, Dr. Paul Wesley Chilcotte, Recapturing the Wesleys’ Vision.  The familiar phrases and stirring thoughts of the prayer and carol were there in that book, too.  Nowhere are the spiritual and the physical held together more closely than in the incarnation of God as Jesus Christ.  The word “incarnation” literally means “to become flesh.”   The personal request for God’s presence from the Lord’s Prayer and the Christmas Carol has been heard and provided, the Word has become flesh.  It is a new calendar year and the Year of our Lord continues throughout time.  We are cherished, loved and given yet another period of time to share that love with others.  The opportunities for prayerful service and expressions of love are glowing like lights in the darkness of Winter Solstice, like flickers of hope inspired by the flame that is in our heart.

Ray Buckley, the children’s book author and illustrator wrote this in The Give-Away:  

For a moment, The Creator paused, it is I who must give myself away.  I must give-

away my protection and come vulnerable to their lodges.  I must choose to become

small, so that they can choose to know me large.  I must give away my Name, so that

they can know their names.  A baby will be born.  He will be the Son of the Great

Mystery … He will bring light into confusion.  He will bring hope into despair.  He will 

be love, and his name will be great.  

My prayers, our prayers and plea in song have been answered.  Now, I join you in being resolved to live out the secret of true happiness.  True happiness is that the joy of life is found when it is given for others.  Happy New Year!!!





Jane Hill

Pastor Judy’s Ponderings

Last June the Annual Conference voted to begin a major funds drive to enrich our camp and retreat ministries. The theme is A Time to Grow.  As I have thought about this theme, I have pondered your and my spiritual growth as we have been in ministry together. I know I have been blessed. Because of the evaluation process your joint SPRC (Staff-parish relations committee) has just completed, I have begun to dream about how we can grow into our future with God together. I am stealing the camp and retreat theme for our churches. It is a time to grow! I find this very exciting and hope you will join me in the challenge of daily trusting that God has great things ahead for us.

I am asking for you to commit to being part of this time to grow. Please commit to what you can.

· Pray.   Pray for God’s presence and leading. Pray for our listening, discerning and responding.

· Be part of intentional conversations.  Intentional conversations will occur all year and will begin in January. We want to have conversations with the urgency of crisis before we get into crisis. Please believe we want to hear from each of you. Times and places in January will be announced.
· Attend a church related educational event.   There are three opportunities in the next three months. One event is soon – January 9. Great workshops are being offered. See the bulletin board and the front page. Another event is scheduled February 5 and 6 in Portland about small group ministries: Small Groups can be the key to revitalizing a small church.  Learn how to strengthen this crucial ministry in our church.   March will offer a revitalization event in McMinnville: The conference will focus on the keys to revitalization: worship, small groups, and mission/service — all formed in the specific context of each congregation’s community and people. We carpool for these events and there is scholarship help when there is a cost.    

You are invited to be blessed as we open ourselves to the opportunities of this time to grow.

We can declare now is a time to grow in faith and commitment.
Blessings, Judy
Please Pray for

· Those with health concerns: Bev Cox, Charlotte Patching, Jim Hill, Jim Swenson, Helen Gunn, John Chapman, Diane Curs, Mary Ann Ylipelto, Russell Maize, Nettie Blair’s daughter-in-law, Gladys Dyer’s sister, Norman Downy, Sharon Wolf, Sylvia Stephens’ daughter Kate, Laurel Nichols and her son Jerry, Joy, George Gunn, Pam Jenkins, Scott Kindred, Charlie and Nellie Hansen, Maxine Dymond, Bob Tate, Carol Boothe, Pat Kujala, Carol Clark, Delores Hodney, Ginny Bynum, Al and Verna Davis, Priscilla Gauthier, Elizabeth Mannarino, Jewell Smotherman, Rose Marie Thompson and her brother, our district superintendent Kate’s mom.   All who are ill. 

· All who are mourning, and in particular: the family of Lori Kindred, the family of Art Colaiuta, Judy Graf at the death of her son, Anne Maize at the death of her brother, Helen Gunn at the death of her  sister-in-law, Jane Hill and the family of her friends in Hawaii, the family of the fisherman who drowned 

· People who are living in areas of floods, earthquakes, other natural disasters

· People in transitions

· People who have lost their jobs, homes, life savings, self-worth

· Our nation’s leaders         

· All the men and women serving in Afghanistan, Iraq and the Middle East.

· The hungry, the homeless, those in prison, those living in violence, those with addictions

· Please pray for peace
· Please pray to grow in faith and pray for our churches
Special People

· Congratulations to Brian Larson, the 2010 recipient of Astoria’s United Methodist Women’s Mission Recognition. Brian blesses us with his presence and the many ways he helps around the church: sound technician, mowing lawns, garage sale worker, and helper to many in their homes.

· Al Larson for taking Warrenton’s lawn mower to sharpen blades, change oil, etc. Thank you!!

· Readers for Christmas Eve Services

· All who are supporting the Pennies for Peace Project that the kids are doing. Their goal is to raise enough money ($400) to pay for a teacher for a year in Afghanistan. They raised $196.56 the day of the Pageant. Thank you for making cupcakes and “buying” them with your donations. You are helping our kids learn that they can make a difference in the world. The pennies gathered at the Birthday Party in Astoria will also be going to Pennies for Peace.

· Our kids who did a fabulous Christmas Pageant: Clair Albright - the announcer, Katie Patterson and Josh McConnell - Mary and Joseph (Josh was also an old testament prophet), Stella Samuelson - the angel Gabriel and a wise one, Bella Samuelson - an angel and a wise one, Adriana McConnell – an angel, Abby Albright – a shepherd and a wise one, Daniel Albright – a shepherd, Chauncey McConnell – a sheep and a wise one.  Special thanks to adult leaders Elizabeth Mannarino, Molly Albright, and Marla McConnell.

· All who helped decorate the churches and who will help un-decorate


[image: image6.png]


           [image: image2.png]JINGEE BELL
TAMBOURINE

To ring in 2010, make a joyful noise
with this musical instrument.

What you need:

* 2 plastic plates

* Hole punch

* Pen

* Beads or beans (or other
small items that will
make noise when shaken)

* Tacky craft glue

* 6 pieces of ribbon (each
about 5" long and 1/4" wide)

* 6 jingle bells

* Stickers

* Markers

What you do:

1. On the bottom of each plate,
write, “Shout for joy to the
LORD, all the earth”

(Psalm 100:1, N1V).

2.Punch six evenly spaced
holes around the rim of one
plate. Mark the holes with a
pen and then punch six
matching holes in the
second plate.

3. Pour the beads or beans
into one plate and then
squeeze glue around the
rim of that plate.

4. Place the other plate on top,
aligning the holes. (Make
sure the Bible verses are on
the outside.) Let it dry.

5. Thread one ribbon through
one hole and through one
bell, and then tie the ribbon.
Repeat five more times, once
for each hole.

6. Decorate the instrument
with stickers or markers.

7. Play your tambourine when
you sing your favorite songs.




    

	When the new year begins for us

	In 46 B.C., Roman emperor Julius Caesar first chose January 1 as the date of the new year. Six hundred years later, the Roman church proclaimed that the new year would henceforth be March 25, the date of the Feast of the Annunciation (when the angel spoke to Mary). 

March 25 was the accepted New Year’s Day for almost 1,000 years. In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII moved it back to January 1. 


Joyful Notes


January 2010


“Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors”


  


LIFE OF OUR CHURCHES…


Astoria and Warrenton United Methodist Churches


Pastor: Rev. Judy Johnson,  Diaconal Minister: Jane Hill
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NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS?


Are you resolving to strengthen your relationship with Christ, participate more actively in the life of your church, to serve wherever you are needed?  Consider signing up to be a worship assistant.  We need greeters, liturgists, coffee hosts, and altar flowers.  If you have any questions about what these activities entail, please call the church office or ask Pastor Judy.
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