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Welcome Pastor Jennifer Mercer!!                                                           

New adventures in our faith journeys will be had as we welcome 

Jennifer Mercer to her first worship service with Astoria First Untied 

Methodist Church on July 3.  Her moving van arrives after July 4, so 

watch for a call to help. Jennifer will be taking Fridays off, but of course

will be available for emergencies. Jennifer’s office hours are not yet set.  

She will be checking in on July 1.  Tell her your name even if it isn’t the 

first time you have met. She has a lot of names to learn. You only have 

one. Please pray for her in her transition time as well as ours. God is with us. 

Please see page three for Jennifer’s thoughts as she moves. 

Welcoming Event for Jennifer

Not yet set is a welcome gathering later in July. It will involve food and a time to get to know Jennifer a bit better. Watch for details.

Astoria office hours

In this transition time, please remember Linda Grznar’s hours are currently 9-2, Monday, Tuesday and Friday. These are the best times to call the office. Please leave a message if there is no answer. 

Fifth Sunday Sing July 31

Yes, we know we said goodbye to Diane Curs as she retired from playing on Sundays.  Fortunately she feels she can continue the Fifth Sunday Sings. So grab a neighbor and come down to the church at 6:30 pm, July 31, and be blessed.

Day Camp:  Be a He-ro/ She-ro

Watch for a Day camp meeting in July. Day Camp is scheduled for August 22 – 25. Please pray for our leaders as they make further plans.

Unpaid servants needed

At annual conference we heard that the folks who we often call volunteers in the life of the church are really unpaid servants of Christ. We are the hands and feet of Christ. We serve him and help build the kingdom in the ordinary and small ways we act and speak and pray. Thank you faithful servants.

Please Pray for      
· Jennifer Mercer and the Astoria church as you begin a new stage in your faith journeys. 

· Jane Hill and the Warrenton church as you begin a new stage in your faith journeys.

· Pastor Judy as she begins a new stage in her faith journey.

· All who are mourning, especially Nettie Blair and family at the death of her brother Kenneth Adams, and Don Morden and family at the death of his wife Anne Morden.

· The MANY people who have done so much to ensure Anne’s funeral is blessed. Jim Robinson for weed whacking, Walt Curs and Bill Leonard for getting the wooden doors up, Gloria Jones for the multiple things she has done, the many who baked cookies and prayed and cried, table and chair movers, music sharers, and a whole lot more things I’m not listing. Thank you all. You are awesome!

· Thank you also to all who helped with Kenneth Adam’s funeral. 

· All with health and other concerns, and Rae Estes, Jim Spain, Cathy Matthews, Audrey Paetow, Jean Curry, Dave Kinman, Dorothy Lindstrom, Gladys Dyer, George and Helen Gunn, Joanne Soderman, Denny Jr., Yvonne Comins, Bernice Winn, Nettie Blair, Alicia Hess, Dr. and Mary Kettlekamp, Carol Boothe, Trudy Anglim, Sharon Kastl, Laurel Nichols, Bill and Edna Leonard, Charlotte Patching, Jim Swanson, Diane Curs, Mary Ann and Antti Ylipelto, Tom Dyer, Norman Doney, Sharon Wolf, Maxine Dymond, Bruce Dymond, Pam Jenkins, Scott Kindred, Charlie and Nellie Hansen, Bob and Ginnie Tate, Pat Kujala, Carol Clark, Delores Hodney, Joy, Jeff, Jessica and Joseph, Ginny Bynum, Verna Davis, Elizabeth Mannarino, Jewell Smotherman, Rose Marie Thompson, David Robinson.  

·  The hungry, the homeless, those in prison, those living in violence, those with addictions and their families. Pray for your neighbors and your enemies. Pray for those in disaster areas.

Special People

· Jeannie Waller, whose name I got wrong in the last newsletter. She was student of the month at Tongue Point.    Sorry, Jeanie. But congratulations again.

· Congratulations to Sue Hicks, proud grandma of Lucas James Foeller born June 23. Blessings on parents Megan and Bill Foeller.    

· Violet Olsen and UMW who provided cookies to honor our men 

on Father’s Day

· ALL who helped lead worship in the churches while Jane Hill, 

Mary Frances Gunn, Anne Stark and Pastor Judy were at Annual 

Conference.  The services were awesome!   

· Anne Stark for arranging for several young people from Tongue 

Point to do yard work at the Warrenton church. Thank you to all who 

provided lunch and did other work inside and out.

· Everyone who helped celebrate the first worship in the sanctuary in the Warrenton church.

· Commander Dan Pickles (David Kinman’s son-in-law) who is newly assigned Captain of the USCG Cutter Alert. 

· All who housed and fed the choir from Boise. It was a wonderful concert. Thank you.

· Also thank you to everyone who attended the all-church birthday party. But be wary of Chuck Albright – he has hard word games.

· All who worked on the rummage sale. Over $500 was earned for UMW mission projects.

· Thanks to everyone who helped and participated in Judy’s Farewell Social!

A Pastoral Word from Jennifer 

I’m not fond of moving; I don’t know anyone who particularly enjoys it. Yet that’s not entirely true, because I enjoy the upcoming adventure of being in a new place; it’s just the process of getting there that can be tiring and challenging. Several folks have recently shared their relief that they themselves are not moving because they’ve been in the same house for 40 years. The implication is, of course, that there is a lot of stuff packed into that house and a lot of work required to sort through all of the things of life. Indeed, a lot of living goes on in 40 years to accumulate it!

I’ve lived in the Ontario parsonage only three years, but there certainly seems to be a lot of stuff here in the house. (Actually, I’ve wondered if someone isn’t bringing more stuff in through the back door when I’m not watching!) It’s taken a lot of work to sort through it and pack it. Some things were treasures that felt like old friends or brought back fond memories; others made me wonder what had attracted me to it in the first place! All of which led me to reflect on the process or questions we use to determine what to keep in our lives, be they objects or things, relationships, or traditions. 

How do we decide what we surround ourselves with? I believe the question applies to the “stuff” in our lives, the relationships we have, and the traditions we keep. Do we keep things based on value we receive from it? Is an object in our home simply for its beauty? Do we overlook or discard things and people for a lack of apparent worth? Perhaps we continue to behave a certain way out of long-held habit.

These are tough questions to ask and sometimes the answers are even tougher to acknowledge. Yet taking the time to ask these questions helps us determine what is important to us – important enough to work hard for, to sacrifice for, to make time for. What is it that you value in your life and work hard to keep alive? What relationships do you make time for in your hectic day? 

Ecclesiastes 3:6 reminds us that there is “a time to keep and a time to throw away.” There’s been a lot of that in my life lately. Maybe it’s time for all of us to examine what we need to hold tightly to in our lives and in our church, and determine what we need to let go of. I’ve found that it’s not until I let go of something that God can then bless me in a new and different way. As you reflect on your life and journey, may God comfort you in the examination process and continue to bless you with good things.
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Pastor Jennifer
	Whatever the weather

	No matter the forecast, weather can remind us of God’s presence: 
   • When it’s sunny, remember that Jesus is the light of the world (John 8:12). 
   • When it’s cloudy, remember that God often spoke to and guided his people from a cloud (Exodus 13:21-22.) 
   • During a thunderstorm, remember the thunder and lightning when God beckoned Moses to Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:16). 
   • When it rains or snows, remember that God’s Word serves his purpose just as precipitation does (Isaiah 55:10-11). 
   • When it’s windy, remember that “a wind from God” came at Creation (Genesis 1:2), and God’s Holy Spirit arrived at Pentecost like a mighty wind (Acts 2:2). 
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Fre eedom in Chrie ist

This Independence Day, remember
that our true freedom comes from faith in Jesus.

* J Yk *

Directions: In each set of letters, determine the pattern. Then write the
letter that completes the pattern, to reveal Galatians 5:1, Niv.

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

F Q L V cC R O
G R K U D Q P
H S J T E P Q
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D G S J R U G B T
P B Q R V C O H B
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R D S T T E Q F D
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On the 4th of July, make this healthy,
festive dessert to share with family
and friends.

What you need: v

* Clear glasses or plastic cups
* Spoons

* Vanilla yogurt r L LL'
e Cut strawberries \)

* Fresh blueberries

¢ Coconut, whipped cream,

red and blue sprmkles
(optional) ‘ ’

What you do:

1. Place a couple of spoonfuls
of vanilla yogurt at the
bottom of each glass or
cup.

2. Add cut strawberries to
cover the yogurt layer.

3. Add more yogurt over the

strawberries.

. Add a layer of blueberries.

. Repeat the layers until you
reach the top of the glass
or cup.

6. For extra fun, add coconut,

whipped cream and
sprinkles. Enjoy!
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Thoughts from Judy

As usual, Linda is waiting for me to finish up. And my time is really ending in a few days.  I know that God has been with us as two uniquely called churches. And look what has happened over ordinary and special times. I am excited about what God will do with you in this new time of ministry. I want to thank you for all your blessings. We have laughed and cried, worked hard, and shared spirit filled moments. Thank you for sharing your faith with me.

   “I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy     

   because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now; being confident of this: that he  

   who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”    Phil. 1:3-6
Blessings and Shalom in Christ, Judy
Joyful Notes


July 2011


“Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors”


  


LIFE OF OUR CHURCHES…


Astoria and Warrenton United Methodist Churches


Pastor: Rev. Judy Johnson      Diaconal Minister: Jane Hill


Administrative assistant: Linda Grznar
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