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[image: image2.png]Family prayer time is a good habit.
Make it fun with this activity for all
family members. They can use this
special box whenever they have
a prayer request.

What you need:
» Shoebox
* Wrapping paper
* Scissors

* Tape
* Stickers, markers etc

(optional) ‘—
* Index cards )
* Pencils or pens

%%

What you do:

1. Wrap the shoebox like a
present. Be sure to wrap
the lid separately so it
can be removed.

2. Let the whole family help
decorate the box. You can write
Bible verses about prayer, draw
pictures, glue on pictures or
add stickers. Be creative!

3. Put the box in a prominent
location of your house. Keep a
pile of index cards and pencils
or pens near the box.

4. Whenever a family member has
a prayer request, he or she can
write or draw it on a card and
put it inside the box.

5. Family members can share
the cards in a prayer circle,
or people can take turns
praying for all the requests.
Throughout the week, family
members can check the box
for new prayer needs.
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The book of Acts tells about a man named Cornelius. He
was a Roman centurion from Caesarea who worshiped God.
Through his encounter with Cornelius, Peter learned that
God accepts everyone who fears him and does what is right.

Use the code below to see the example set by Cornelius and his family. GRID
Solve the math problems by using the grid. Then use the key to find the /2\ E
letter that matches each answer. Write the letter on the blank. clo
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Astoria Church Meeting, March 1 after worship

Please join us during coffee hour for elections of lay leadership in the church and other church business. You will remember we have gone to a new format with an expectation that all church members and affiliates will attend the congregational meetings. True, there are elected positions for specific responsibilities to meet Discipline requirements, but we need YOU to be part of the decision making as we engage in ministry and discipleship. We are trying different formats for our meetings. This meeting will not have a meal. Come, be part of this important part of being church. 
Don’t miss the Western District Spiritual Renewal Event, March 7

It is not too late to join the 9 people who have signed up to attend this exciting opportunity to hear the author of the book we studied last year: Becoming A Blessed Church by Rev. N. Graham Standish. We will carpool for the trip to Salem. Just let Pastor Judy know if you want to go. Cost  is $18 per person. If you can, please pay by March 1.

• Explore the purpose for which God the Creator created us. 

• Become alive to the presence of God in Christ in our midst.

• Open to the miraculous power of God the Holy Spirit flowing through everything we do.

“To become truly blessed, we need to form churches that prepare people to encounter and experience God as Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit throughout their lives.” — Rev. Standish

Postponed John Nilsen Christmas Concert coming March 8 at 4 pm, Warrenton

We don’t know if John will still be playing Christmas music, but we do know the concert will be a wonderful way to pause in your busy Saturday for a moment to reflect and renew. John is a pianist who has played here before (and in many other places around the world.) A free will offering will be taken and CD’s will be for sale. 

United Methodist Women Special Guest coming March 10, 1 pm
For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, 

who is not partial and accepts no bribe, who executes, justice for the orphan and the widow, 

and who loves the strangers, providing them with food and clothing. 

You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt,

                                                                                                                      Deuteronomy 10:17-19 

The March 10 unit meeting of UMW titled, Immigrant Neighbors, Loving the Stranger calls all of us as persons of faith to be guided by biblical principles as we respond to the issues of immigrant rights and civil rights. We will share some of the scriptures that provide us with solid instruction on how we are to treat the foreigner in our midst.  We will also have a special speaker,          (over)         

Norma Hernandez from the Lower Columbia Hispanic Council. Norma is focused on figuring out what she can bring to Hispanics and the broader community. All are invited to share in this timely program at 1 pm in the Wesley Room.   Gloria

A note from Pastor Judy: Lent, the journey to the cross, has begun

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, a day where we place ashes on our forehead to symbolize our remorse and repentance for the things we have done (or not done) that have broken our relationship with God. (Some of us call that sin.) We recognize the distance between us and God – a distance that is our own creation. During the season of Lent we take the time to intentionally move to the cross where God’s love and grace through Christ will restore us. On our journey, this year we will be invited to focus on spiritual disciplines that can help us be reunited with God. Each week in worship we will learn about one spiritual discipline and be invited to practice that discipline through the week. Some of these practices may be new to you, some familiar. It is anticipated that as we as a congregation practice these disciplines we will be blessed in ways that are yet to be revealed. Please join us on the journey to the cross. The cost is free. The benefits are a closer relationship with God through Christ.  (Also, note the soup suppers listed in the article below.)

Shalom in Christ, Judy

Food for the journey: conversation and soup 

Three soup suppers will be held during Lent: March 11, March 25 and April 9. The first two in March will be on Wednesdays at 5:30 pm in Astoria. The final one in April will be on Thursday at 5:30 pm in Warrenton. Watch for sign up sheets. Come for food for thought and body. We will reflect on how our practicing of the disciplines of the week is going.

Food bank need of the month: Personal hygiene items i.e. soap, shampoo, toilet paper, etc
Any donation of money or non-perishable food is welcome. Grab a can or package each time you shop and drop it in the food bank box.  

Please Pray for

· Spiritual renewal for us as individuals and us as a church as we go through Lent on our way to the cross.

· Those with health concerns: Those with colds and flu, Violet Olsen, Jean Curry, Joy, George Gunn, Laurel Nichols, Pam Hamilton, Scott Kindred, Mark Davis, Lori Kindred, Nellie Hanson, Bob Butler, Bob Tate, Carol Boothe, Pat Kujala, Carol Clark, Waletta Kempt, Delores Hodney, Ginny Bynum, Verna Davis, Priscilla Gauthier, Jewell Smotherman, Rose Marie Thompson’s brother, our district superintendent Kate’s mom.   All who are ill. 

· Those who are mourning, including the David Cutler family

· Pray that peace, patience, kindness, and trust in God will replace our fears in these stressful times. Pray for the people who have lost their jobs, homes, life savings. 

· Children, parents and those who care for them

· Our nation’s leaders         

· All the men and women serving in Afghanistan and the Middle East.

· The hungry, the homeless, those in prison, those living in violence.

Special People

· Richard Covert and Bob Gautheir for painting the children’s classroom (what use to be the nursery) a bright, cheery apple green. You guys are awesome!

· Members of the yoga class who have painted the upstairs classroom where they meet. They also have placed a new floor covering where old shag rugs were. Thank you. Thank you!

· All who helped with the pancake breakfast in Warrenton. We made over $500. Special thanks to Mary Frances and 3 members of Beta Sigma Phi for stepping in when so many of us were ill.

HANDLE WITH CARE       DAYCAMP 2009


Now is the time to be praying and planning for the upcoming Day Camp experience for this next summer!  Now is the time to be deciding how YOU can be involved in this meaningful outreach ministry to the children in our community.  Pat Williams has accepted the responsibility to convene our work group and there is always an opportunity for more people to be involved.   


This year’s theme of “Handle with Care” takes its inspiration from the Creation stories in the Bible.  This ministry for children extends beyond the doors of our church. It needs your prayer, energy, suggestions and participation as we organize crafts, plan games and silly songs, prepare the lessons and identify camp staff volunteers.  

Do you want to help with craft supplies?  How about assisting with publicity, registration or preparing lunches? If you love games and songs—we need your energy and cheerful voice.  Each small group of campers needs shepherds to help with lessons, fellowship and gentle guidance—you can be one of these trusted adults.

Come and join us in our next planning meeting March 30, 3:30 pm.  If you want to volunteer to be part of the camp planning and implementation group or help out in any way, please contact the church office at 503-325-5454 or Pat at 503-325-7339.   
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Joyful Notes


March 2009


“Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors”


  


LIFE OF OUR CHURCHES…


Astoria and Warrenton United Methodist Churches
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As we move through Lent to the cross, dear Lord, enable us to break down any barriers that might prevent us from being fully open to you.
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UMW RUMMAGE SALE


MAY 1-2, 2009


ONLY CLEAN GOODS ACCEPTED


Needed: clothes, dishes, house goods, linens, books, toys, games, towels, bedding, etc. No TV’s.


Questions:  ask Judy Mattson or Pat Williams


Please do not bring items to the church until after the weddings in March.
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Conference website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.umoi.net" ��www.umoi.net�      Sign up for an awesome weekly stewardship email.  


Western District newsletter on the district website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.westerndistrictumc.org" ��www.westerndistrictumc.org�





A cowboy once offered this sensible notion of living the Christian faith: �


“Lotsa folks who’d really like to do right, think that servin’ the Lord just means shoutin’ themselves hoarse praisin’ his name. ��“Well, I’ll tell ya how I look at that. I’m workin’ here fer Jim. Now, if I’d sit around the house here tellin’ what a good fella Jim is, and singin’ songs to him, and gettin’ up in the night to serenade him, I’d be doin’ just like a lot of Christians do. But I wouldn’t suit Jim, and I’d get fired mighty quick. ��“But when I buckle on my straps and hustle among the hills and see that Jim’s herd is all right and not sufferin’ fer water and feed, or bein’ off the range and branded by cattle thieves, well then, I’m servin’ Jim the way he wants to be served.”
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