                                           [image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]



[image: image5.wmf] 

 

 


Celebrating Diane Curs as she retires –                           

an awesome Fifth Sunday Sing May 29

Don’t miss the May 29th Fifth Sunday Sing at 6:30 pm in Astoria. 

We will celebrate the ministry of music that Diane has provided for  many years. There will be a reception following. You are encouraged to write a note of appreciation and bring it that night or mail it to her directly. We will have a money tree for Diane. Donations can be given to Pastor Judy. 
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    Graduate Recognition May 15 after worship in Astoria

     Congratulations to Allison Neussl as she graduates from college, and   

     Katrina Gauthier and Robert Patterson as they graduate from high 

     school. Please join us in Worship May 15 as we honor them for their 

     achievements. Thank you to UMW for hosting this.  If you are aware of 

     someone we are missing, please call the office ASAP.

Astoria roof funding update – please come to a charge conference May 3, 5:30 pm 

A HUGE THANK YOU to all who contributed to Astoria’s Raise the Roof Campaign. To date $9,655 has been received or pledged.  Now, we only have two things to do--meet on May 1st and on May 3rd.  Why? you ask, well, we have to have these other two action-step meetings to complete our funding without another outside lender. (We have a $6,200 loan from Western District Extension.)  To access all the money in the endowment fund there has to be a charge conference to amend the endowment policy. And prior to that there has to be a church council to recommend we amend the policy. So, a short church council will be held after worship May 1. You will vote on whether to recommend the proposed amendments to the charge conference. 

A pastor, Rev. Scott Allen, from Nehalem, has been appointed by the district assistant to the Bishop, Rev. Kate Conolly, to preside at the charge conference. Looking at his schedule and our time frame, it was decided to hold the charge conference Tuesday, May 3 at 5:30 pm. This meeting ideally will be short. There can be no other matter on the agenda. Please come.

There are two motions: 1) I move we amend the endowment fund policy to read “church council” where “administrative council” is written. (This reflects the change we made to our administrative structure.)

2) I move we amend the policy to say we may spend all funds for the 2011 roof project.

Several of you have not had a chance to contribute yet. It is not too late to do so. Your $5, $25, or $50 contribution will help us meet our who-would have-believed-we-could-reach a $10,000 dream goal. All your contributions are really appreciated. Please see the letter elsewhere in the newsletter.

Bible Presentations to our 4th graders May 22

Please plan to be in worship May 22 as we present Bibles to our 4th graders Abby Albright and Cheyenne Parker.  Again, if we are missing someone, please let the office know. We will also recognize our teachers and helpers.

Housing needed for the choir from Boise who will be giving a concert June 9 

The Epworth Chorale, the youth and young adult choir from Boise First United Methodist Church

will be giving a concert in Astoria, Thursday, June 9 at 7 pm. They will sing and provide hand bell music. We need housing for 28 youth. If you can host 2 or more – air mattresses or couches are fine – please contact the office. There will be a potluck at 5:30. Host families will pick up their guests after the concert, provide breakfast and return them to the church by 8 am Friday morning. If you have the room, but don’t think there is room in your car for kids and luggage, we will help you. If a neighbor or relative could help, we would appreciate it. Invite your friends and neighbors. This is a really fine group of UMC youth and you will not want to miss this concert.

Day Camp dates changed to August 22-25

Due to scheduling conflicts at Shively Park and people’s schedules, we have had to change the dates for Day Camp. Our Theme is Be a Hero/Heroine. Day Camp is for kids who have completed kindergarten through 5th grade. We need kids and your prayers and we need volunteers. The next planning meeting is Friday, May 6 at 1:15 in the Library in Astoria. All are welcome. 

Astoria Cleaning Crew needs volunteers

The Astoria church is in need of more volunteers to help with cleaning. You are assigned an area to clean weekly at a time that is convenient to you. You will remember we eliminated a paid cleaning crew to help the budget. Can you help?

Scam Alerts

Several members of our church have recently been involved in scam attempts. Some come in the form of letters or emails. They ask for help in getting money out of a foreign country. Or they tell you  you have won or inherited money you weren’t expecting. All ask that you wire or send money. You may even receive a large check but it turns out it is bogus and you don’t find out until you have wired the money. The phone caller or email may say they are friend or relative (often a grandchild) who says he/she has been arrested – and don’t tell the family – and they need bail, or their wallet has been stolen and they need emergency cash. STOP! Do not send money. Check with a third party – not the call-back number they give you. And NEVER reply to an email requesting your name, social security number, birth date, password or credit card or bank account number because of a security break or need for immediate verification of your data or your account will be closed. If you have been involved in a scam, notify the police as soon as you realize it.

Undie Sunday, May  8 -  in time for Mother’s Day

Many of us remember our mother’s telling us to put on clean underwear. “You never know when you’ll be in an accident.”  So, just in time to honor our mothers we have an opportunity to take part in Undie Sunday. The idea is to purchase underwear for adults or children and these will be given to one of the shelters. Please leave the items in their original packaging. All sizes are needed – adult and children. If you wish to participate, bring your items to worship May 8, Mother’s Day. Thank you.
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Meals for Circle of Security will end in May. Thank you to all who are helping with this ministry to families. Check with Anne Morden if you have any questions. Thank you to the Albrights, Sue Hicks and Mary Lovvold, Jane Hill, and Nelson Taylor and Gloria Jones for April 

meals.  See the bulletin board for the very nice article in the Daily Astorian.

May’s volunteers are 

May  5 – The Albrights   

May 19 – Jane Hill  


May 12 – Anne Morden  


   

Please Pray for      
· All with health concerns and Rachael, Audrey Paetow, Jean Curry, Dave Kinman, Dorothy Lindstrom, Gladys Dyer, George and Helen Gunn, Joanne Soderman, Denny Jr., Yvonne Comins, Bernice Winn, Nettie Blair, Alicia Hess, Dr. and Mary Kettlekamp, Rae Estes, Carol Boothe, Trudy Anglim, Sharon Kastl, Laurel Nichols, Bill and Edna Leonard, Charlotte Patching, Jim Swanson, Diane Curs, Mary Ann and Antti Ylipelto, Tom Dyer, Norman Doney, Sharon Wolf, Maxine Dymond, Bruce Dymond, Pam Jenkins, Scott Kindred, Charlie and Nellie Hansen, Bob and Ginnie Tate, Pat Kujala, Carol Clark, Delores Hodney, Joy, Jeff, Jessica and Joseph, Ginny Bynum, Verna Davis, Elizabeth Mannarino, Jewell Smotherman, Rose Marie Thompson.  All who are ill and their families.

· Our churches during this time of transition. Pray for Jennifer and the Astoria church in this in-between time of now and her arrival.  Pray for Jane Hill and the Warrenton church. Pray for patience and hope, awareness of the stress of change, and openness to the new opportunities to be in ministry with our communities. Pray for Kate, the Bishop and the Cabinet.

· The hungry, the homeless, those in prison, those living in violence, those with addictions and their families. Pray for your neighbors and your enemies. Pray for those in disaster areas.

Special People
· Kudos to the many who have so faithfully prepared lunch for the parents and children attending the 20 week Circle of Security. One young woman has shared that it has changed her life. Thank you for touching the lives of people you may never meet. This is what being church is all about. Special appreciation for Marla and Lynn McConnell who are such a vital part of this ministry.

· Congratulations to our graduates: Robert Patterson, Katrina Gauthier and Allison Neussl.

· The awesome soup makers for the Maundy Thursday service in Warrenton. Thanks to Irene for the communion bread. We dedicated a picture of DaVinci’s Last Supper in memory of Waletta Kempt. There ws a secial spirit that night. Thanks to all who attended.

· The scripture readers and choir who help make Palm/Passion Sunday so meaningful. All who participate on Easter to sing and shout our Alleluias – He is Risen!
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Make this keepsake to let your mom,
grandma or aunt know that you
wouldn't be complete without her!

What you need:
* Several old puzzle pieces
* Acrylic paints
¢ Paintbrush
* Craft glue
* Sequins or small buttons
* Metal jewelry safety pin

(flat on the bottom)

What you do:

1. Paint the puzzle pieces
and let them dry.

2. Come up with a design;
for example, place two
pieces on the bottom
and one on top.

. Glue the pieces in place
so they form one brooch.
Decorate by gluing on
sequins or buttons.

. When the brooch is com-
pletely dry, glue a jewelry
safety pin on the bottom.

. Give the gift on Mother’s
Day!





What’s going on in Warrenton? – Thoughts from Judy
God loves to remind us that God’s plans are not necessarily our plans. The Spirit is moving in Warrenton in a way that was unanticipated. We have stepped away from merger talk at this time. Jane Hill will be preaching there two times a month and assuming some administrative functions. The members will plan worship the other Sundays. I feel an excitement for the future in Warrenton. I feel a sense of trust that God has good things ahead for the church.  There is an awareness that there will be some challenges ahead and God is with us in all our futures. One of the other exciting things is both churches are expressing interest in working together in new ways The friends and members of Warrenton UMC have gifts to share in a new way. Please keep them in prayer.  

Easter blessings!!   Judy
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Raise the Roof


A letter to the Church in Astoria


Now, friends, I want to report on the surprising and generous ways in which             


God is working in the churches in Macedonia province. Fierce troubles came 


down on the people of those churches, pushing them to the very limit. The 


trial exposed their true colors. They were incredibly happy, though 


desperately poor. The pressure triggered something totally unexpected: 


an outpouring of pure and generous gifts.


2 Corinthians 8:1-2 from the Message





These words were written by Paul to the church in Corinth. He is sharing wonderful good news about the amazing generosity of the people in the small, pushed to their limit, churches in Macedonia.





Do we see ourselves in these verses?    Are we not a small church which at times sees its self pushed to the limit?    Have we just experienced an outpouring of pure and generous gifts?  YES!  YES!  YES!





In the next few verses, 2 Corinthians 8: 3-5, Paul says to the Corinthians that the generous giving of the Macedonians was due to an awareness of God’s grace in their midst. May we all be blessed to be aware of God’s grace at work in all that challenges us; and to especially give thanks for God’s grace in our efforts to Raise the Roof. 





The finance committee
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