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Forecast for September 11:    Cloudy with Meatballs 
Join us for dinner and a movie at the Albright’s home at 5 pm, September 11.     

The menu includes spaghetti and meatballs and a delightful movie: 

Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs.   Potluck salad and dessert.

Restarting in September – You are invited to join in.

Astoria Choir, Wednesdays, 6:30 pm, Sanctuary 

Warrenton Bible Study, Wednesdays, 2 pm. No experience necessary.  (Starts September 8)

Prayer and Share for women, Fridays, noon, place varies. See Ann Morden for place.

Astoria Adult Sunday School, Sundays, 9:45 am, Wesley Room    (Starts September 12)

Ongoing opportunities

United Methodist Men Book Study, Mondays, 8 am, Andrew and Steve’s Restaurant

Noon Prayer, Wednesdays, (noon), Astoria office or library

Astoria Children’s Sunday School, Sundays, 11 am after children’s time in worship. Volunteers are 

   needed to meet the safe sanctuary requirements of two adults with children. 

Also needed are volunteers to greet, host coffee hour and be liturgist.  Sign up on volunteer board.

Various 12-step groups at both churches – see the calendar

“Lord, help me to be grateful for what I have.

To remember that I don’t need most of what I want,

And that joy is found in simplicity and generosity.”

From Enough by Adam Hamilton

Take Two: District Event 
On Saturday, October 9 from noon to 4 p.m. in Salem the Western District Leadership Team offers you and other local church leaders the opportunity to "take two" ministry ideas and explore them in depth.  At Annual Conference, Adam Hamilton shared an abundance of ideas from his many years of outreach ministry.  Seeing our eyes glaze over, he said, "Just take two and try those out!" The October 9th event is free, but a free-will donation will be received to benefit The Bishop's Initiative Against Hunger.
Three workshops will be offered:

· Coaching led by Rev. Gwen Drake of Hillsboro who has been trained as a life coach by The Coaches Institute using the co-active coaching model.  She will explore what coaching is and how it might be helpful in the church.

· The Ministry of the Laity led by Cesie Delve Scheuermann, Conference Lay Leader, and Mary Foote, Western District Lay Leader.  They will lead a conversation about the importance of developing laity in ministry for the health of our congregations and for developing new faith communities.

· Who's Your Neighbor? Paul Adams, Minister of Small Groups at McMinnville Cooperative Ministry, will share a survey technique that yields a lot of information in a little time about your congregations' neighborhood context and how the neighborhood perceives the church and their own needs.

This will be an exciting time of exploring together and going a bit deeper into these topics.  Please let the office know if you are interested. We can carpool. (Often one of the best parts of these events is the conversation in the car.)


Thoughts from Pastor Judy

Coming in October for Astoria, and in November for Warrenton will be our charge conferences. Our format will be different this year. Kate (our district superintendent) will not be present. Rev. Scott Allen from Nehalem UMC will be leading the charge conferences. We will set the pastor’s salary and hear a minimum of reports. Kate will visit each church at another time and have a conversation about mission, vision, goals, and accountability. We will also need to select lay leadership for the coming year. If you are interested in being on a committee (trustees, staff-parish-pastor relations, finance, church council, nominating for lay leadership) let Pastor Judy know. I appreciate how all of you support the ministry of our churches with all that you give in money, time, energy and prayer.          Blessings, Judy.

Please Pray for
· All with health concerns and Yvonne Comins, Deana Hatley, Bernice Winn, Nettie Blair, Jim Hill, Alicia Hess, Sue Hicks, Dr. and Mary Kettlecamp, Irene Davis, Rae Estes, Carol Boothe, Trudy Anglim, Sharon Kastl, Dorothy Lindstrom, Laurel Nichols, Bill and Edna Leonard, Charlotte Patching, Jim Swanson, George and Helen Gunn, Diane Curs, Mary Ann Ylipelto, Nettie Blair’s daughter-in-law, Gladys Dyer’s sister, Tom Dyer, Norman Doney, Sharon Wolf, Maxine Dymond, Sylvia Stephens’ daughter Kate, Pam Jenkins, Scott Kindred, Charlie and Nellie Hansen, Bob Tate, Pat Kujala, Carol Clark, Delores Hodney, Joy, Jeff, Jessica and Joseph, Winnie, Ginny Bynum, Verna Davis, Bob and Priscilla Gauthier, Elizabeth Mannarino, Jewell Smotherman, Rose Marie Thompson and her brother, our district superintendent Kate’s mom.   All who are ill and their families.

· All who are mourning, including Becky Platt at the death of her husband Roger, the family of Ginger Ponton, and Bob Hollingsworth at the death of Marilyn and Bill

· Students and teachers and others who help with educating our children: food, transportation, etc

· People in transitions.  People who have lost their jobs, homes, life savings, self-worth

· People who are depressed, feel isolated, thinking about suicide

· Our nation’s leaders   

· Those affected by the oil spill and flooding     

· All the men and women serving our country 

· New parents, single parents, all parents and children. Pray for Marla McConnell as she works with the “Circle of Security” groups meeting in the Astoria church.

· The hungry, the homeless, those in prison, those living in violence, those with addictions and their families

· Please pray for peace
· Please pray to grow in faith and pray for our churches
· Pray for your neighbors and your enemies
Special People

· Katrina Gauthier, otherwise known as Kat, for the picture in the paper of her playing volleyball

· Ginny Bynum who also had her picture in the paper riding a float in the Regatta parade

· All who helped with the recent funeral dinner

· A BIG thank you to the many who helped with Day Camp. See the boxed article on previous page.

· All who are part of the prayer chain and all who pray for known and unknown people and needs. Knowing that people are praying is a great source of encouragement and strength. Please call the office if you want to be added to the phone or e-mail prayer chain.

· Jane Hill and Mary Ann Ylipelto for playing on Sundays so Diane Curs could get some time off 

· All who worked at Warrenton’s pancake breakfast. Over $500 was raised! 
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The Bible is a guide for how we should live. In Sunday school and at
home, we learn how God loves and saves us. Solve this puzzle to find
Proverbs 4:13 (N1V), which tells about the importance of God’s Word.

First, write the word that means the opposite of the one given.
Then write the correct letters on the number-coded lines below.
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September is an exciting time, as you
begin growing in wisdom with a new
year of school and Sunday school. Be a
“smart cookie” by making this special
container for your kitchen. Change the
pictures as your year goes by. Or fill the
container with cookies to give as a gift.

What you need:

2 identical disposable Q
plastic containers
(rectangular and clear)
11id

4 photos or drawings é
Scissors

Sticky bow or ribbon

(optional)
Cookies é !

What you do:
1. Cut four different pictures

or drawings to fit the sides
of your container. Allow
the edges to slightly
overlap around the four
sides of one container.

2. Gently set one container

inside the other. Then slide
the pictures or drawings
down between the two
containers to cover the
four sides. Press the inner
container down to secure
the pictures in place
between the sides.

3. Fill the container with

cookies, and put the lid on
top of the inner container.

4. You can put a sticky bow or

ribbon on the lid to make
the container look like a
present.





Only Today

There are two days in every week about which we shouldn’t worry. 


One is yesterday, with its mistakes and cares, its aches and pains. Yesterday has passed forever beyond our control. 

The other day is tomorrow, with its possible adversities and blunders. Until its sun rises, we have no stake in tomorrow, for it is yet unborn. 

That leaves only one day — today. Anyone can fight the battle of just one day. It is only when we add the burden of those two eternities — yesterday and tomorrow — that contentment will escape us.
� EMBED PBrush  ���





Joyful Notes


September 2010


“Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors”


  


LIFE OF OUR CHURCHES…


Astoria and Warrenton United Methodist Churches


Pastor: Rev. Judy Johnson      Diaconal Minister: Jane Hill


Administrative assistant: Linda Grznar





























Day Camp report:   It was awesome!


20 campers participated in Day Camp. They were from Seaside, Warrenton and Astoria. 5 scholarships were awarded. We learned that Jesus acted outside of expectations. He invited, welcomed, had compassion for, and loved the rejected, the mistreated, the different one, and the sinner. Through story we learned we are to expand our concern and care to even those we don’t want to. The kids, with help from Mary Ann, were wonderful when we visited Astor House. The gifts and music were well received. Thank you to all who contributed funds, food, supplies and prayer. We couldn’t do this ministry without your support. Special thanks to Nelson Taylor and John Williams for hosting us on the trolley. 25 adults were at camp helping with registration, food, games, crafts, music, and shepherding. Another 10 people did behind-the-scenes support. Thank you, thank you!     What a blessing!
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Also wanted: Clean items in good condition for the garage sale


October 15 and 16. Please, no clothes or TV’s.
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Christian Hope


“Christian hope involves more than a sunny, cheerful attitude. It is more than a general kind of optimism. It is more than hope in hope, or faith in faith. Christian hope is tied to the goal of history and the purpose of each person’s existence. It is the unshakeable confidence of the sovereignty of God and God’s eventual triumph over all the forces that stand against truth, righteousness, faithfulness, love and mercy. And in the great contest between good and evil, Christian hope declares God as winner. ... Christ is the hope not only in the world to come; he is the hope of the world right now!” �—Oswald Bronson
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Wanted


WANTED: Choir members — whereabouts unknown �LAST SEEN: Hiding out in the congregation �DESCRIPTION: Male and female, young and old, musical 


       and cheerful, may be armed and desperate for a robe �REWARD: “Give and you shall receive.” �SURRENDER TO: Your friendly choir director                          Beginning September 1 
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